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INTERVIEWER: 
So I'm here in Brighton on the last day of very first conference of the Not a Lot We Can Do About It Party, and I'm speaking to party leader and spokesman Reginald Pratt.

PRATT: 
Good morning.

INTERVIEWER: 
Good morning, Mr Pratt. How do you think the conference has gone overall?

PRATT: 
It has gone really well. Absolutely first class

INTERVIEWER: 
Good. Now I'd like to, if we may, take a look at some of the specific policies you've voted through this week. 

PRATT:
Of course.

INTERVIEWER: So what is your take on the current state of the economy and the deficit in particular.

PRATT: 
I'll keep it brief: Our policy on the economy and the deficit is.... that there's not a lot we can do about it.

INTERVIEWER: 
What about defence? There's been major cuts in the army, the navy and the air force. Plus we have drastic cuts in police resources. Be honest - Is Britain really a safe place to be any more?

PRATT: 
We've had a clear mandate from conference on the current state of the armed and police forces and our readiness to face new threats to our security.

INTERVIEWER: 
Which was?

PRATT: 
There's not a lot we can do about it. 

INTERVIEWER: 
Of course it's on everyone's agenda these days. What about Brexit?

PRATT:  Now I'm glad you asked me about that. We've looked at this in some depth both from the remainers' and the leavers' perspective.

INTERVIEWER: And your conclusion?

PRATT: There's not a lot we can do about Brexit.

INTERVIEWER: 
Syria and the Middle East?

PRATT: 
Not a lot we can do about that.

INTERVIEWER: 
Israel and the Palestinians

PRATT: 
Definitely not a lot we can do about them.

INTERVIEWER: 
Right. Rather than working my way though my list of major issues and conference decisions, perhaps we could summarise by saying, should you form the next government, you are basically going to do nothing at all because there's not a lot you can do about anything.

PRATT: 
Oh no. That's not our approach at all. There are dozens of things need urgent government attention and we are the party that's going to take them head on, and keep beavering away until we find a solution. It is true, however, that we believe in most cases the best approach is one that I would characterise as, basically, total government inaction.

INTERVIEWER: 
In that case, let's move on to the NHS. Now will the NHS be safe in your hands?

PRATT: 
Absolutely.

INTERVIEWER: 
And it's going to continue to be free at the point of delivery?

PRATT: 
Absolutely

INTERVIEWER:  There are of course major problems facing the NHS today: many authorities deep in debt, an ageing population, Alzheimer's and cancers on the increase, new drugs and treatments appearing that can cost thousands of pounds per patient. Plus, of course, the development of anti-biotic resistant bugs. How are you going to deal with all these issues?

PRATT: 
That is a lot of issues, isn't it?

INTERVIEWER: 
It is.

PRATT: 
An awful lot of issues. I didn't realise things were as bad as all that.

INTERVIEWER: 
Surely only direct government action can hope to solve the problems in a system that appears to be coming apart at the seams.

PRATT: 
Coming apart at the seams?

INTERVIEWER: 
Yes. And your policy?

PRATT: 
Mmm. I think I'd like to make one thing absolutely clear, at this moment in time, there's actually... not a lot we can do about any of that.

INTERVIEWER: 
Well thank you for talking to us. As far as I can see, the entire conference, and this interview in particular, do appear to have been a complete waste of time.

PRATT: 
That is very true, but the simple fact is, and I can't emphasize this enough...

INTERVIEWER: There's not a lot you can do about that?

PRATT:   
 Precisely.
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